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In the early ’70s, when Jewel

Allison was a student at P.S.

253, her poetic gifts popped up

like crocuses in spring. “Love,

soft, peaceful/kind and under-

standing/holding hands,” she

wrote.

Since then, many years and

experiences have shaped and

formed her sensibilities, and

Jewel has managed to retain

that charming innocence, now

garnished with a woman’s

awareness, a woman’s way

with love.

“In love with you/peels away

the years I wear/and we begin

again,” she writes in the last

stanza of “Again,” one of the

first poems in her new book,

“Stealing Peace—Let’s Talk

About Racism” (Xlibris, 2009).

Nary a poem in the relative-

ly brief collection is without

some mention of love, God

(Allah, Jehovah, Jah) and

peace. But it’s her politics that

resonate most poignantly, par-

ticularly in her paean, her

shout-out to Barack Obama

and to her young brothers on

the streets. “You want to drop

something?/Drop this. Let it not

be your pants down to your

knees/with our underwear

hanging out. Drop racism,” she

commands.

Her advice continues, as she

insists that our young men not

pull their fashion from out of

prisons “that fertilize your

oppression, but from your royal

African past.”

Then comes her “spectacu-

lar…vernacular” on Africa, and

it’s hard not to think of

Langston Hughes. You can

almost feel the sway of her

hips, the sweet movement of

her lips while she recites:

“Then let me dance, my Africa

to the heavenly heartbeat of

my ancestors, my Africa!”

“We Need Bullets in the

Classroom Now” brought to

mind the revolutionary poems

of the ’60s, especially those

composed by Haki Madhubuti

and Amiri Baraka. And at the

end of the poem, her bullets

become less metaphoric,

recalling the brutal murders

of Amadou Diallo and Sean

Bell.

This ability to fuse compas-

sion, love and peace with a sear-

ing political perspective is

Jewel’s real forte, one that with

each poem in the book gains

fresh intensity, all with the pur-

pose of elevating us to another

plateau of love and humanity.

“And because you know how

to love so carefully/I give you

my soul,” she sighs toward the

book’s close. “I give my

soul/please carry it to

God/When I can no longer

touch your face.”

And if the above praise is

not sufficient, you can check

her out at the following venues,

where she will be reading and

autographing her book: Tues-

day, April 27 from 4-7 p.m., at

Borough Hall, 209 Joralemon

Street in Brooklyn, for “Jazz

and Spoken Word,” and on Sun-

day, May 2 at 11 a.m. at First

AME Zion Church at Tompkins

Avenue and MacDonough

Street in Brooklyn, New York.
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Full house for Tiphanie Yanique
Caribbean author

Tiphanie Yanique recently

read excerpts from her lat-

est book, “How to Escape

from a Leper Colony: A

Novella and Stories”

(Graywolf Press, 2010) to a

full house at

McNally/Jackson Book-

sellers in SoHo. The well-

received title has garnered

outstanding accolades,

including a Boston Review

Fiction Prize for the

author, who is in her late

20s.

Amongst the many

awards that Yanique has

earned in her literary

career are the Mary Grant

Charles Award for Fiction,

the Academy of American

Poets Prize, the Tufts Uni-

versity Africana Prize, the

2008 Pushcart Prize and

the 2006 Boston Review

Fiction Prize for Creativity.

Yanique is the recipient

of fellowship residencies

with Bread Loaf, Callaloo,

Squaw Valley and the Crop-

per Foundation for

Caribbean Writers. She

was also the Parks Fel-

low/Writer-in-Residence at

Rice University.

Born in St. Thomas in

the USVI, Yanique is a for-

mer Fulbright Scholar who

earned her MFA in creative

writing from the University

of Houston in 2006.

Jewel is a gem!

Tenth annual NBWC: ‘Lighting the Way’
By CANDICE E.

PERKINS

Special to the AmNews

The 10th annual National

Black Writers Conference took

place in Brooklyn at Medgar

Evers College CUNY March

25-28. Black writers from all

over the world assembled to

participate in the celebration

and the discussion of writers

of color across the Diaspora, a

reality credited to conference

founder and visionary John O.

Killens. This year’s meeting of

the minds was themed “And

Then We Heard the Thunder:

Black Writers Reconstructing

Memories and Lighting the

Way.”

The conference commenced

with a full day of special work-

shops for students at the ele-

mentary, middle/junior and

high school levels.

This year’s panels consist-

ed of several award-winning

contemporaries such as

Edwidge Danticat, Karen

Hunter, Maaza Mengiste and

Tiphanie Yanique, as well as

other acclaimed writers like

Tayari Jones and playwright

Thomas Bradshaw. Panel top-

ics ranged from very rousing

forums like “Politics and

Satire in the Literature of

Black Writers,” to some of the

staple discussions such as hip-

hop and literature and how to

find an agent.

In the evenings, the focus

of the four-day event shifted

to a wide variety of off-site

readings and talk-shops.

Attendees could listen to spo-

ken word and even get

involved in a few workshops

of their choice. Special tickets

were sold for an evening at

the ARTCURIAN Gallery,

where renowned writers Toni

Morrison, Amiri Baraka,

Kamau Brathwaite and Dr.

Edison O. Jackson were hon-

ored at a ceremony emceed by

former Essence magazine

Editor in Chief Susan L. Tay-

lor. The conference even

shook things up with a con-

cert at Littlefield featuring

hip-hop artist Talib Kweli

and musicians Gil Scott

Heron and Gary Bartz.

Other notable events

included a special tribute to

author and activist Toni Cade

Bambara, with poet-activist

Sonia Sanchez appearing as

one of many who came to

honor the late writer of the

Civil Rights Movement.

The conference wrapped

on Sunday with a compelling

panel discussion on the

future of Black literature in

the publishing world.

Tiphanie Yanique and her book (Misani photo)

Distinguished Princeton professor and best-selling author Dr. Cornel West recently introduced
Noble Prize–winning author Toni Morrison during a gala reception for the National Black Writers
Conference (NBWC) at the Artcurian Gallery in Brooklyn as Morrison received the John Oliver Kil-
lens Lifetime Achievement Award. (Risasi Dais photos)

Author Toni Morrison (front, right) was joined by friends upon
receiving her 2010 NBWC Award. Standing nearby were poet
Eugene Redmond; poet/activist Amiri Baraka; Dr. Richard
Jones; Dr. Brenda M. Greene, NBWC conference director; Dr.
Moses Newsome; poet Sonia Sanchez; Morrison; poet Kamau
Brathwaite; Dr. Cornel West; and Susan Taylor.


